
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                         DECEMBER 13, 2015 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship and Lighting the Third Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 4 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I inherited the idea that the Christian life is about 

helping others, especially by being kind and supportive, being 

compassionate and understanding.  I believe this is accurate, 

and also that it is incomplete and insufficient.  What was 

omitted is the concept that being helpful, kind, supportive, 

compassionate and understanding is a path that needs to be 

walked in two directions: outwardly and inwardly.  The inward 

part was never discussed; in fact, it was discouraged. However, 

without the inward part the outward tends to become exhausting 

and depleting, eventually becoming self-serving, and then 

hurtful both to me and the one being helped.  I believe the 

inward part is actually the primary part, and that in order to do 

the outward part well I need to be involved inwardly.  I need to 

engage the life that is mine and participate with you in its 

unfolding, because doing this inward work informs me about 

how to do the outward.  It helps me not be depleted and self-

serving, and therefore hurtful to myself and others.  I was not 

taught how to listen inwardly, or to pay attention to what enters 

my awareness, which makes the inward part difficult, especially 

when I make the attempt on my own and without you. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 3:7-18 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 14 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 38 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for December 20, 2015 
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7; 

Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55). 
FYI 
 There is a sign-up sheet for bringing coffee-time food during 
the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  It is hoped we will bring 
food that has some meaning for us in that it was traditionally part 
of our celebration of Christmas. 
 This year, as last year, we will celebrate Christmas Eve on the 
day before, on Wednesday the 23rd rather than on Thursday the 
24th.  The reason for this is that we can secure an accompanist, 
Pam Sommer, on Wednesday.  The service will begin at 7pm, and 
will be involve stories and singing. 
 We would like to borrow Poinsettias for use during the season 
of Christmas, beginning Christmas Eve.  They can be brought to 
the church anytime. 
 There are two articles available: a majorly revised version of 
“The First Cycle of the Church Year,” and a slightly revised version 
of “The Context of Advent and Christmas.” 
 This is the time of year we raise money for the following year.  
There are pledge cards on the table in the coffee room. 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

 

ADVENT (n) 
 

The coming or arrival, 

especially of something extremely important. 
 

Latin: Arrival; from “to come to.” 

 

 

We are all meant to be mothers of God. 
 

What good is it to me 

if this eternal birth of the divine son 

takes place unceasingly 

but does not take place within myself? 

 

And, what good is it to me 

if Mary is full of grace 

if I am not also full of grace? 

 

What good is it to me 

for the Creator to give birth to the Son 

if I do not also give birth to him 

in my time and in my culture? 

 

Then, this is the fullness of time: 

when the Son of God is begotten in us. 
 

from Meister Eckhart  (1260-1328), Medieval mystic and theologian 

  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Third Sunday of Advent – Luke 3:7-18 
We will begin with a statement: God desires us to engage the 

life that is ours and participate in its unfolding. What is noteworthy 
about this statement is that it expresses a shift in the way we 
commonly think about a Christian religious life. Most people think 
of a religious life in terms of ethics and morality: we do good deeds, 
we act nice, we are kind, we are helpful, etc. Such a sentiment is 
not wrong—it is incomplete and therefore insufficient. A more 
sufficient way to think of a Christian religious life is to think in terms 
that are relational and participative. A religious life is first and 
foremost about inhabiting the life that is ours, i.e. paying attention 
to and considering the thoughts and feelings that come to us, being 
aware of what moves and motivates us, opening to being made 
conscious of what lies below the surface of our life, learning how 
to look at our life in a sympathetic and compassionate way, 
attending to the way we relate to ourselves and others, and 
through all this learning personally what living a human life actually 
involves. The Christian religious life is not about the pursuit of 
ideals; it is about being receptive to being internally disclosed and 
revealed and extended. The sensitivity and perception that are 
developed on this journey are what inform our ethics and morality; 
they shape the way we live, and especially the way we relate to 
others. God is the reality that encourages and facilitates this 
relational and participative living. A Christian life involves 
interacting with the different ways God initiates and orchestrates 
this kind of growth and expansion. 

To call God’s interest in our living this way a “desire” is 
misleading; it is more like a passion or craving. To satisfy this 
craving, God labors to initiate and expand our awareness. When 
the way we live is no longer working well, or when the way we live 
is no longer satisfying because the heart has fallen out of some 
important part of it, or when the way we live no longer fits well 
with who we have become, or when we have lost the satisfaction 
that has characterized our life in the past, God seizes the 
opportunity and urges that experience into our awareness so that 
the experience becomes something we can engage. This is an 
experience of loss, and loss is the first internal event in Advent. As 

the loss registers in us we begin the journey into Advent. Advent 
describes how God moves us through this doorway into greater and 
deeper participation in our own life. 

We are moved farther into Advent as we find ourselves urged to 
immerse ourselves in this situation and to feel, think, reflect on and 
respond to the loss that has visited us. Using mythological language, 
this urging is the voice of John the Baptist calling us to repent [to 
think again or differently]. In response to this urging we find 
ourselves engaging the loss, reflecting on it, and seeking in some 
way to remove it from our life so that we can recover and “bear 
good fruit,” “fruits worthy of repentance.” Today’s text gives 
examples of John’s exhortation to get our life back on track by 
changing the way we live in the external world. Our responding in 
this way is another way we are drawn into participating in the 
unfolding of our life. The appearance of this summons to repent, 
and our responding to it, is the second internal event in the season 
of Advent. 

There are always aspects of our life in which we are capable of 
participating. When change is needed or required we find we can 
entertain the thoughts and feelings that tell us so, and then reflect 
on them so that we eventually arrive at a different way of thinking 
and acting. As a result, changes occur which expand the way we live, 
especially the way we relate to ourselves and others, and our lives 
become better balanced. In these aspects of our life we are able to 
interact with what enters our awareness, and through that 
interaction we discover and implement changes that are needed, so 
that the loss we experience gets addressed in some way. When this 
happens we are in fact inhabiting the life that is ours, and are 
participating in the unfolding of our life. 

However, there are other aspects of our life where participating 
in our life and making changes that are important and needed is not 
only difficult but is beyond us. For different reasons we are not able 
to engage what enters our awareness, especially anything that 
informs us that it is time for a change.  No matter what John 
encourages us to do, we find that nothing shifts and our loss is not 
addressed. For those of us who live in this state the season of 
Advent unfolds further and deeper. The third internal event of 



Advent is the realization that we are unable to make the changes 
and adjustments that allow our life to work better and fit us more 
appropriately. We realize that we need something other than being 
exhorted to make this effort. We need more information about 
what is happening in us regarding why we are unable to make 
changes that are effective. Using the language of the text—we 
wonder if John is the Messiah and his exhortation is the best and 
only way needed change can come to our life, and what we realize 
is that the answer is “No.” Into the middle of this awareness a 
promise is offered…something else/someone else will come who is 
more powerful than what glues our emotional and psychological 
world together—it will acquaint us with what is outside of our 
awareness and our control; it will be dedicated to the 
transformation of our life; and it will winnow us, keeping in our 
lives that which is “wheat,” and refining what is “chaff.” The third 
internal event of Advent is our realizing that the effort to pull our 
life together and make changes is not succeeding. We need to live 
in and with this perception for a while, and allow it to sink in. By 
doing so we are again participating in the unfolding of our life. 

The effort to pull our life together, and the failure of that effort, 
prepares the way for what will come next in Advent. What comes 
will not direct our attention to what we need to do to bring about 
effective change. What comes will help us focus on what God will 
do to change us. We will be prepared to receive something we 
cannot imagine. What comes will pull our life together in a new and 
different way, and we must learn to watch for it. So we live in this 
situation for a while, and allow our inability to change ourselves 
remain in our awareness. 

 [Jim Robie, 12-10-15, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 3:7-18] 


